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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Q1. Are Private Investigators and Private Investigative Agencies licensed? 
A1. Yes by the State of Florida. It is a felony to practice without license. All P.I.'s must keep their "C" 

or "CC" investigative license with a licensed P.I. agency. Report unlicensed P.I.’s. 
 
Q2. What qualifications does MIHI Advisory’s Private Investigator Tom Stutler have? 
A2. Professionally: 

- Presently handles cases for Fortune 500 Companies 
- Presently handles cases for prominent law firms 
- Presently handles cases for International companies 
- Presently handles cases for Insurance companies 
- International Operational Experience 
- Certified Protection Professional (ASIS) 
- Executive Protection Specialist 
- Former Assistant State Attorney (Prosecutor) 
- Former FBI Special Agent - Attorney 
- Former national FBI liaison to corporate security 
- Licensed to carry firearm (G and CCW) 

 Affiliations: 
- ASIS International 
- American Certified Fraud Examiners 
- State Department's Overseas Security Advisory Council 
- Member of the Florida Bar 
- TSA TWIC Cardholder 
- Boy Scouts of America 

 Education: 
- AA, BA and Jurist Doctorate 
- Graduate of the FBI Academy 
- Former Instructor at FBI Academy, National Academy and NSA Crypto School 
- Successfully completed courses in cryptography, surveillance, undercover, 

command center operations, advanced firearm training and foreign operations. 
 
Q3. Before you hire a private investigator what should you do or ask? 
A3. Always confirm PI’s state license. (Check State of Florida website.) 

- Ask about experience and training. 
- Have they worked on cases similar to your case? 
- Confirm fees, retainers, expenses and special requirements in writing. 
- Ask for timely investigative reports. 
- Make sure investigator is prepared to testify in court (if required.) 
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Q4. How does a retainer work? 
A4. The initial retainer averages between $500 and $1,500. A retainer guarantees the Private 

Investigator gets paid for services rendered.  For instance, if the agreed retainer is $500.00, the 
P.I. will keep track of hours and expenses, and will request additional retainer when $500.00 of 
services has been performed.  (MIHI Advisory reserves the right to waive the retainer for 
qualified clients.) 

 
Q5. What fees are typical and that MIHI Advisory Group charges? 
A5. Not all cases involve these fees, but a break down includes: investigative time, travel time, 

administrative time, mileage, and reimbursement for expenses, such as travel, lodging, rental 
vehicle, photographic processing, and record searches.  MIHI Advisory Group accepts VISA and 
Mastercard. 

 
Q6. Does MIHI Advisory Group, Inc. guarantee results? 
A6. Unfortunately, no we can’t.  It would be unethical to guarantee results. However, all of our 

services are designed to empower the client, and we are relentless in our efforts to accomplish 
the mission. 

 
Q7. Are your rates and fees negotiable? 
A7. Yes, because every case is different, and consumes a different amount of time and resources. 

Our goal is to handle your investigative needs efficiently and effectively, so we are always willing 
to come up with creative ways to work together on strategy and budgets. 

 
Initial Consultation Always Free 

 
 

 
 
 

Contact Us For A Confidential Consultation At: 
 

Thomas R. Stutler, CPP, Esq. 
(813) 579-7422 

thomas@mihiadvisorygroup.com 
www.mihiadvisorygroup.com 

 
Florida Offices:  Tampa and Fort Pierce 
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